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Shar i n g T h o u g h t s
Our Elders share their thoughts

I wanted to share with the Church Body that the deacons & elders met together for a mini retreat on Oct 20-21, at
Mark Parker’s home. We had a night of fellowship on Thursday with a meal, prayer, scripture reading, and
discussion. The elders spent the night and continued Friday until lunch.

The topic on Friday was looking at how the leaders of the early church heard from God as to how to begin the
Church and grow and develop the Church. We covered the complete book of Acts on this topic.

They of course heard directly from God, they heard through their time with Christ, they heard through the Holy
Spirit, and at times through angels. The early Church was able to learn through prayer and fasting, and through
devotion to the word.

As we wrapped up our discussion, there were several points the elders saw.

1. That as the sailors in Acts 27:17 passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together, so should the
elders undergird the Church.

2. That as Paul stood up in Acts 27:22 and told the sailors to keep their courage, so should we keep our
courage.

3. In Acts 27:35 Paul gave thanks to God even in difficult conditions, what a great lesson for us

4. Throughout this text of the storm, Paul kept the right attitude, always trusting God, Acts 27:23-25.

5. Finally, in Acts 28:30-31, it tells us Paul preached the Kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus
Christ.

May we as Grace Community Church always be witnesses to others about Jesus. Daryl Simpson


