Grace Group Guide 
Joshua - Week 6 
Joshua Chapter 4 - Rocks of Remembrance 
Oftentimes when there is a quiet moment during the day and my grandmother and I 
are in the same room, she'll begin to recollect a memory from her childhood and share 
it with me. She speaks of people whom I've never heard of and places I've never seen, 
but I can (with enough detail) envision in my mind the scenario. Sometimes she'll get 
tickled about a particular memory and there have been times when we've both been 
doubled over, snorting in laughter about some story she recalled. Other times the 
stories are more somber and deal with family members I know about, but never really 
knew. Those are precious times. 
There are many things that my nana experienced that she passes along to her kids, 
grandkids and great grandkids. We hear it in story form, or we see and read about it in 
the many scrapbooks that she has compiled. It's a way to pass on memories. I hope I 
never take those times or those memories for granted. 
In the same way, I hope I never take for granted the Word of God - the greatest tool 
available to mankind for knowing God, His works and His character. The amazing thing 
about the Bible and its truthfulness is that it allows us thousands of years later to 
recollect things that we weren't able to experience personally and not only that, but to 
draw strength from those encounters. That was the purpose of the memorial that 
Joshua constructed on the other side of the Jordan once the people of Israel had 
crossed over. 4:20-24 
What other instances come to your mind when you think back to the scriptures 
and specifically places where memorials were constructed or names were 
given to commemorate a work of God? 
Are there memorials or things that trigger memories in your own life of a work 
that God has done in or through you? 
"Just imagine if you were Joshua, or, better, if you were one of the apostles who had 
witnessed the crucifixion, and the resurrection, and had received the Holy Spirit with 
power on Pentecost and had preached the gospel in a language you had never learned. 
Do you think there would have been a day of your life thereafter on which you did not 
recollect those stunning, thrilling, exhilarating, life-changing experiences and events? 
And when times were hard - and they were hard for the apostles for some reasons 
unique to themselves but also for the same reasons your lives and mine can be hard - 
do you not think that it was virtually automatic for them to go back in their minds to 
those days when God revealed his power in such extraordinary ways. 

The memory of the Lord's miracles, of the Lord's suffering on the cross, of Jesus alive 
again in the Upper Room, of the vast crowd in Jerusalem cut to the quick in repentance, 
I say no matter their present difficulty or trial, those memories would sustain them. 
They would realize afresh what their lives were all about, why they were suffering, that 
Christ was no' doubt sympathizing with them in their hardship, and that he had great power so that if they were going through such a trial it must not be because he couldn't 
prevent it but because it was his will. " - Dr. Robert S. Rayburn 
There was a detail that we didn't cover Sunday morning that is important, I believe, in 
this connection and it's found in verse 19 of chapter 4. 
"19 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth of the first month 
and camped at Gilgal on the eastern edge of Jericho. " 
I know it doesn't look like an incredible powerful or imposing verse, but there is a date 
given that is of tremendous importance. They came out of the Jordan on the 10th day of 
the first month. It's easy to read over that and not pay any attention to it, but any time 
we are given such precise detail, there's a reason. 
Read Exodus 12:1-13. 
What does the date mentioned in Joshua 4:19 have in common with the date 
mentioned in Exodus 12:3? Why do you think God orchestrated these dates to 
coincide? 
It could be said that the first date marked the beginning of Israel's redemption and the 
last it's completion. 
These dates, landmarks and memorials weren't just to serve as reminders of God's 
faithfulness and provision; they were also to serve as a means for educating the 
generations that would come later. 4:6-7; 4:21-22. 
Eli is really starting to get to the stage now where he asks a lot of questions. What is 
this, what is that? Why is this here? What is this for? You parents know the drills. We 
have a raised flower bed in our yard with a piece of carved stone in it dedicating it to 
the memory of Doris Richardson. Doris was a resident in the rest home that my folks 
started when they moved to Sparta almost 30 years ago. She was a very sweet lady 
and obviously made a lasting impression on our family. 
There will come a day when Eli is able to read that, he'll look at the stone in that raised 
flower bed that says "In memory of Doris Richardson," and he'll ask "who is Doris 
Richardson?" At that point I'll begin to dig deep back into my memories and tell him as 
best as I can remember who Doris was. And just like that, her memory is passed on. 
Perhaps someday his children will ask the same question ... 
How are you communicating stories of God's faithfulness in your life to others? 
Do you search out opportunities to relay that message to your klds, grand kids, 
or great-grandkids? 


