Grace Group Guide 
Joshua Week 4 
The Faith of Rahab - Joshua 2 
After 40 years of wilderness living, Israel stood ready to enter the Promised Land. But 
their entrance into the land of promise would be without Moses, for he was dead. Much 
work remained. This Land of Promise was dangerous. Numerous city-states dotted the 
landscape, each a well-fortified, walled fortress with a battle-tested army. Conquest 
would be a difficult, time-consuming task. 
But, God remained faithful to His people. He equipped a new leader, Joshua, who had 
been prepared under Moses' leadership for 40 years for this job. Joshua knew that the 
2.5 million Israelites plus their flocks and herds needed to cross a flooded river and 
begin their conquest of the land. So, he sent 2 spies to secretly scout the area, 
particularly Jericho-the strategic point to reach the three passes through the 
	wilderness to the rest of Canaan. 
It was during this secret trip to Jericho that we are introduced to Rahab. But before we 
discuss Rahab, let's remember the dealings that God had with His people and the 
subsequent affect those dealings had on the people who inhabited Canaan. 

Read Deuteronomy 2:24-25: Joshua 2:1-24: and Joshua 9:9-11. 24. 

What did Rahab, the people of Jericho, and the surrounding nations know about Israel and her history? 
Because of what they'd heard, what was the state of morale in Jericho? 
You heard this mentioned Sunday morning, but there was a lot of preparation going on. 
God wasn't just preparing His people to go in and possess the land, He was also 
preparing the inhabitants of the land for defeat at the hands of the Israelites. And at 
the same time (God has a way of doing this), He also is preparing Rahab. 
Read Joshua 2  What adjectives would you use to describe Rahab? What 
conclusions did she come to concerning the God of Israel? Could anyone else 
in Jericho have come to the same conclusion?
Rahab was given an opportunity to make a conscious choice for God based upon the 
facts she knew about Him, and she responded with FAITH!  Faith resulted in action. 
Consider these few verses in that connection. 
Hebrews 11:31  By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. 
James 2: 25  And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, 
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 
Joshua 6: 17  And the city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the 
LORD; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in the house shall live, because 
she hid the messengers whom we sent. 
Why was Rahab saved? Because she had believed in the God of Israel. Hiding the 
messengers was an outworking of her faith (James 2:25). To hide the messengers 
was a calculated deception to protect them, just as many godly people hid Jews in 
European countries during World War II. 
What Rahab did was a matter of faith. She had come to believe that the God of Israel 
was indeed "God in heaven above and earth beneath" (2:11) and as such, she is listed 
in the faith Hall of Fame chapter. 
Rahab's faith, which gave her strong convictions about God, caused her to act on her 
faith to the point of putting her life on the line. She knew eventually Israel would attack 
the city and destroy it because their God was the true God, and she wanted to be 
delivered and to become a part of Israel. She did not know a lot about Israel's God, His 
laws of righteousness, or the way of salvation, but she knew He was the supreme God. 
That isn't to say that everything she did was perfect or right. 
Discuss how you would reconcile Rahab's disobeying and lying to her king 
when compared to the principles from Romans 13:1-5. See also Exodus 1:15- 
20; Acts 4: 19, 5:29. 
It's easy for us to look at this account and say "what a tremendous example of faith, 
Rahab really knocked it out of the park." But remember, even after she and the spies 
worked out their plan for the preservation of her household she still had to wait for the 
siege to come. I can't imagine that was easy. 
What do you think she felt as she watched the people march around the city? 
We have a great picture of Rahab's faith in this chapter but we also, as we follow her 
story to the conclusion see that there was a season of waiting right off the bat. Rahab 
had to wait patiently for God to act. Remember that she did not know the "marching" 
orders. We also must wait for God's "always perfect" timing in our lives. 
Is this a problem for you? Have you become discouraged (or been discouraged in the past) from having to wait? Read Psalm 27:14. How does this scripture and the 
story of Rahab encourage you? 


