Grace Group Guide
Joshua Week 3
Joshua 1:10-18

I mentioned on Sunday the struggle that I had as a youth pastor (and as a youth 
before that) to live (or to encourage my youth to live) victoriously in their daily 
lives. As a youth growing up and then later on as a youth pastor I remember the 
year revolving around conferences, camps and retreats. Those were the times that 
we "met with the Lord." I remember some incredibly powerful experiences where 
we did indeed see the Lord move in hearts and answer prayers and we experienced 
times of victory and those were always difficult to leave. 
The problem wasn't that the Lord wasn't going to go with us; the problem was that 
our understanding of victory was limited to those types of experiences. As such, we 
spent 5 months or so anticipating the next time we'd "meet with God," rather than 
enjoying Him and the victory and rest He's given us all throughout the year. This 
mentality isn't limited to youth group kids. It might look differently for adults, but 
we all have a tendency to do it. 
Look at Matthew 17: 1-4. What do you make of Peter's reaction to such an 
incredible encounter? Have you ever been in that place where you were so 
caught up in your experience of God that you were ready to sell the farm 
and move to possess that place? 
Having worked at a couple of camps where so many of those "mountaintop" 
experiences are had, I can tell you that when all the people go home, it's a rather 
lonely place to be. When a conference packs up and leaves a coliseum, that place 
changes and becomes something else. 
My point is the victorious Christian life doesn't revolve around experiences that 
happen one or two or three times a year. The victorious Christian life revolves 
around us possessing all that the Lord has given us to possess. That leads us to a 
life of pursuing Him and longing to know Him more. 
When our life is not marked by a pursuit of God and knowing Him then we tend to 
rely on these experiences and use them to gauge where we are and where we're 
going in life. They serve as a taste of victory but that's a terrible substitute for a life 
of victory. Sadly, this puts many of us in the same place as the tribes of Rueben, 
Gad and half the tribe of Joseph's son, Manasseh. 
"It is not always open ill, that risks the promised rest. The better often is the foe 
that keeps you from the best." Explore the Bible. J. Sidlow Baxter. Pg 47. 
A borderline Christian is one who selects the good or the better rather than the 
best. We rely on yesterday' victories to sustain us for today. At the moment when 
I'm content not to go further, I'm a borderline Christian. 


It's easy for it to happen. You have a measure of victory; Sihon and Og are under 
your feet - you've conquered 60 cities ... and we say, "this is enough." We settle for 
the better and neglect the best. 
What struggles have you had in your own life concerning victory or living 
on the border of victory? 
Many times we stay on the other side of the Jordan because it's comfortable. We're 
afraid to launch out into the unknown. It's the unknown where we learn to know 
Jesus best. It's in the unknown where we learn to trust in His sufficiency, rather 
than trusting in ourselves. It's the unknown where we learn to listen for His voice, 
and follow where He leads. It's in the unknown where we become aware of our 
helplessness, and learn to cry out to Him. "I am the vine, you are the branches; 
he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can 
do nothing." - John 15:5 
The Land of milk and honey is a picture of the Life of milk and honey. The Bible tells 
us that "in Christ" we've been blessed with all spiritual blessings. We are complete 
in Him. It's by faith that this life of milk and honey becomes the reality of our life. 

What are some of the manifestations in the life of the believer who has 
learned to appropriate all that we possess is Christ? What does it look like 
in the ebb and flow of life? Share some examples. 
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