Romans 8:37 is a favorite verse of mine. It isn't my absolute favorite, but it's probably in the top 5. It's a 
fantastic verse out of context, and it's often used that way- much like Phil. 4:13 or Jeremiah 29:11. But in 
context, it's even more glorious. Romans 8:35 asks the question "what/who can separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?" 
Romans 8:37 then follows and says "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who 
loved us." For perhaps the first time today as I sit and look at that verse and read and re-read it in 
different translations, I'm struck by the word "overwhelmingly" or " more " as it might read in your 
translation. You see, in Christ, we aren't just conquerors ... we are more than conquerors, we 
overwhelmingly conquer ... and it isn't by our power or our might, it's through His. If that doesn't get you 
fired up, I don't know what will. 
We see this principle illustrated in the command given by God in Joshua 1. Look at the promises and 
commands given by God in this chapter. We're grouping those two things (promises and commands) 
together because they are the same, they're just worded differently. When God said "arise, cross this 
Jordan," He was giving the people an impossible task in the form of a command. BUT, did God expect 
them to cross the Jordan in their own power and strength? No. He gave them the impossible command, 
but then HE equipped them to carry it out. They were going to conquer the overflowing, raging, Jordan 
River, but they weren't going to do it on their own. 
Discussion- In Luke 9:12-13, Jesus addresses the problem of 5000 hungry people. He tells the disciples- "You give them something to eat." Discuss why God gives impossible commands in both the Old and New Testaments. 
If you keep reading, you'll notice a slew of other commands and promises, but let's jump down to verse 9 now.  For the 3rd time, God commands Joshua to be "strong and courageous." That's a command. If it's a command that is given 3 times, it's a very serious command. He follows that command up by reassuring Joshua that "The Lord is with him wherever he goes." You'll see as we go on that when Joshua and the people rely on the Lord, they conquer. When they rely on themselves, they fail. This is a wonderful illustration of that truth we see in Romans 8. In Christ, we are hyper-conquerors and only through His life in us can we overcome the individual battles of life. We must be prepared to fight the good fight, and do so in His strength and provision, not ours. 
Now that we've established that principle, let's look at some observations on the commands and 
promises of God made by Hampton Keathly about the verses leading up to v. 9: 
"With the Words, "arise, cross this Jordan," the Lord is saying, "get out of the desert and move on into 
Canaan." God's will for the believer is never in the wilderness. It is in Canaan, the place of deliverance 
and conquest. "Arise, cross" by the parallel of New Testament truth says, "take up your armor, use your 
supernatural resources, stop trusting in yourself, trust me and move out." 
"You and all this people" illustrates that spirituality is not just for an elect few, but it is for all believers. 
The abundant, maturing Christian life is God's plan and will for every single believer. It is only limited by 
our lack of availability to His constant availability to us. Every believer is blessed with every spiritual 
blessing, is a priest of God with abundant grace available for every situation. We need to remember all 
Israel got out of Egypt the same way-by faith in God's grace, and they would all cross over Jordan in 
exactly the same way, by faith in God's deliverance. 
The words, "to the land which I am giving you" and in verse 3, "every place on which ... "illustrates the 
truth of Ephesians 1:3 and Colossians 2:10. "I am giving you" and "I have given it to you" shows us God 
was then in the process of bringing to pass that which had been theirs all along. Joshua 2:9-11 reveals 
that the land had virtually been theirs for 40 years. It was just waiting to be possessed. And like that, 
from the moment of salvation we are complete in Christ. God has provided every believer with every 
spiritual blessing and provision. Of course, as this book makes perfectly clear, having title deed to the 
land (or our blessings in Christ) does not mean our lives will be without testing, conflict, struggles, and 
pressures. It indeed will, but since the battle is the Lord's, since God has done the most for us in Christ, 
with the testings and temptations comes God's deliverance through faith and the application of the 
Word. 
In verse 5, Joshua is given the promise, "no man will be able to stand before you," but this promise is 
also a warning. While the land was theirs for the taking, it would not be taken without conflict or battle. 
And likewise, as the land of Canaan was full of fortified cities and enemies that needed to be driven out, 
so the Christian life is a life of conflict with enemies which must be overcome. Though the outcome is 
assured if we claim God's sufficiency and the saving life of Christ, we must still do battle and reckon with 
the fact of the enemy throughout this life. This is a wakeup call, a reality that must be faced: life is full of 
battles and conflicts. We are not in Eden nor are we in the millennial reign of Christ. Rather, we wrestle 
with the flesh (indwelling sin), with the devil and supernatural powers of darkness, and a world system 
that is antagonistic to God, to His Word, and to godly living (cf. Rom. 7:15; Col. 5:16; Eph. 5:15-16; & 6:10;  1 Pet. 5:8-9). 
Nevertheless, the positive side is that these words, "no man will be able to stand before you ... " are also 
a promise of continued deliverance in battle after battle after battle. Because of the infinite sufficiency of 
the saving life of Christ through His finished work on the cross, His triumphant presence at the right hand 
of God, our identification with Him in His death, resurrection and intercession in heaven, and through His 
gift of the Holy Spirit, there is no enemy we can possibly face which the Lord (our Joshua) has not already 
conquered. Our need is to appropriate what He has already done for us through the wise 
faith-application of His Word. 
Though still active and roaming about, Satan's power has been broken and we can resist his deceptions 
and attacks. Though the sin principle still dwells within or the flesh is still active in our members, its 
power over us has been broken through our union with Christ in His death and resurrection. This means 
the victory of possessing our possessions is through the gift of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6 and 8) and the 
sanctifying power of a Word-filled life (John 17:17; Eph. 5:18; Col. 3:16). 


