Grace Group Study Guide 
Jonah Week 4 
Jonah Chapter 4 
One of my favorite times of the day is getting to plop down in my bedroom recliner 
after having put the boys to bed. It's a nice change of pace from the usual speed of 
"wide open" that defines the rest of the day with a 1 and 4-year-old. As Mandy and 
I reflect on the day and discuss what has to happen during the next day, this 
question inevitably comes up: "If you could have anything to eat right now, what 
would it be?" 9 times out of 10 my response is "sushi," and Mandy/s response is to 
roll her eyes and wrinkle her nose. In fact, now that I think about it, she rarely 
even answers the question. She just gets disgusted with my answer and then 
changes the subject. 
Food is pretty low scale when it comes to the "what would you ... " question, but how 
many of you during the course of the week take time to reflect on how you would 
answer that question? What would you do if you inherited 10 million dollars? What 
would you do if you were president of the United States? What would you do if you 
could have any occupation of your choosing? We could go on, but I just want to get 
you thinking. I'm going to go out on a limb and say that 9 times out of 10 our 
answers to those questions and more are going to be pretty self-centered. 
Why? Because the majority of our time is spent in our "own little world" and we're 
very comfortable there. We take care of our needs and the needs of those in our 
immediate circle and then if there's time or resources left then we might think 
about someone else. I want you to do something - go to your computer or tablet or 
phone and get on the YouTube. Search for a song called "My Own Little World," 
by Matthew West. Just listening to the song is good but watching the music video 
for it is even better. What does the message of that song say to you? 
It seems silly to say that Jonah was completely wrapped up in his own little world 
when he was living among and ministering to an entire nation of people. But his 
mentality was no different than many of ours today - we are concerned for 
ourselves and those in our immediate circle. In Jonah's case, that meant he and his 
fellow countrymen and women (and his plant). And I can say without the shadow of 
a doubt that if Jonah had been riding down the street in a chariot and Nineveh was 
the homeless widow on the corner, he would have GLADLY rolled on by without 
giving a second thought to why she was there in the shape she was in or what 
circumstances got her there. From my perspective right now, it's disgusting how 
much Jonah lacks compassion. 
But the truth is when I examine my own heart I'm equally as disgusted. Because 
my own little world revolves completely around me and my immediate circle. Even 
though I know that God is "gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity," I still find it 
hard to want to share that message with people I would loosely refer to as 
Ninevite(ish). 
Why doesn't excellent theology regarding the character of God always 
translate into a heart that is consistent with God's heart? 
That was Jonah, to a tee. As a prophet and one that was no doubt educated, he 
knew the ins and outs of God's character - in fact, that served as his argument in 
4: 2, yet his heart didn't line up with God's. Jonah's heart beat solely for Jonah, not 
for God. 
Perhaps the last thing that Jonah learned in the object lesson concerning the plant 
and the worm was that God created Nineveh and sustained Nineveh for a long time 
and it was a delight to Him to spare Nineveh when they repented. John Piper made 
the point that "Nineveh is referred to in Genesis 10. It is a very old city. God has 
been involved with Nineveh a long time. It's institutions and buildings and laws bear 
the merks=no matter how distorted by sin=ot God's image. All these humans who 
for centuries have planned and organized and built have been people created in the 
image of God, and what they have made carries the imprint of that image ... " 
Think again about Deuteronomy 32 and God's method to make Israel jealous. 
Compare that with Jeremiah 18 where He spoke about changing His mind 
concerning blessing or destroying a particular city. Was it not well within His right 
to bring glory and joy to himself by accomplishing these things? I mentioned these 
verses Sunday, but look again at Zeph. 3: 17 and Psalm 147: 11. All of these things 
work together for God to accomplish His plans and purposes in a way that will 
magnify Himself. 
List all of God's "appointment" {or sovereign acts} in chapter 4. What do 
we learn in this chapter regarding God's sovereignty and providence? What 
about the rest of the book? We MUST remember that what we see around us day 
in and day out only scratches the surface compared to what God sees and what 
God appoints. 
Consider for a moment Isaiah 55:6-11. What does that text tell you about 
God's sovereign acts or appointments? 
There's a lot to take from this study in Jonah. If we looked at it again in 6 months, 
I'm sure we would focus in on many new things. What I want you to take away 
from this chapter and this lesson however is that all of us, like the Ninevites are 
created in the image of God. Next time your conscience leads you share a word of 
grace or mercy or perhaps an act of compassion on someone and then your flesh 
says "absolutely not, they are 	," remember Jonah. Remember that 
people that stand in opposition to you and the message that you bear and the 
views that you hold aren't your enemies. They are simply victims of THE ENEMY. 
And unless someone tells them, how will they ever be anything else? 
May God give all of us eyes to see those around us as He sees them. May we be 
ever mindful of the fact that this life is not about us - it's all about Him. 


